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AMPLEXIZAPHRENTJS VAUGHAN, 1906 (ANTHOZOA): PROPOSED 
DESIGNATION OF A TYPE-SPECIES UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS. 

Z.N.(S.) 1669 

By Chiranjivi Lai Shrestha ( Department of Geology , The University , Glasgow , 

Scotland ) 

In 1906 (: 315-316) Vaughan founded Amplexizaphrentis as a subgenus of 
Zaphrentis . He did not cite by name any species as belonging to the subgenus 
but based his description on specimens from the Black Lias (D 2 _ 3 ) of Oyster- 
mouth (Gower), and on a transverse section (pi. xxix, fig. 7) of a specimen 
called an “ Amplexizaphrentis variant convergent on Zaphrentis ajf. Enniskilleni ” 
illustrated in his pi. xxix, fig. 2. Both specimens were from the Cyathaxonia 
Beds of Rush, Co. Dublin, Ireland. In his description Vaughan referred to 
three species described by Thomson (1883, pi. vi, fig. 3, 9 & 13) as illustrating 
various stages in the ontogeny of his new subgenus. 

2. Carruthers (1908 : 159) considered Amplexizaphrentis Vaughan to be 
synonymous with the genus Caninia. Vaughan (1908 : 445; 1911 : 555) him¬ 
self stated that he had described the characters of Canina ajf. cornucopiae 
Michelin, mut. D 2 - 3 , under the generic title of Amplexizaphrentis . 

3. Lang, Smith, and Thomas (1940 : 16-17) revived the genus Amplexiza¬ 
phrentis Vaughan with Thomson’s three species, originally referred (but not by 
name) to the genus by Vaughan, as included species and chose Amplexizaphrentis 
bowerbanki Lang, Smith & Thomas ( =Z . bowerbanki Thomson, 1883, non 
Edwards & Haime (Art. 70(b)) as the type-species of the genus. 

4. Zaphrentis bowerbanki Edwards & Haime as illustrated and described 
by Edwards & Haime (1851 : 338; 1852 : 70, pi. 34, figs. 4, 4a) and Zaphrentis 
bowerbanki Edwards & Haime, Thomson (1881 : 219, pi. 3, fig. 4; 1883 : 368, 
pi. 6, fig. 3) are different species belonging to different genera. The type 
specimen of Zaphrentis bowerbanki Edwards & Haime cannot now be traced 
in the Paris Museum and further comparisons are not possible. The figured 
specimen (Kelvingrove Museum, Glasgow = KM.T2103) of A. bowerbanki 
Lang, Smith & Thomas ( = Z. bowerbanki Thomson, non Edwards & Haime), 
however, has been re-examined. As already considered by Hill (1940 : 142) 
A. bowerbanki Lang, Smith & Thomas is a junior synonym of Zaphrentis 
curvulena Thomson, thus making this the type-species of the genus. 

5. Thomson (1881 : 223, 236) used two different spellings of this specific 
name: curvulena in the text and curvulina in the plate explanation. Hill, 1940 
(: 142) “ corrected ” the spelling to curvilinea , but this is an unjustified emenda¬ 
tion (Art. 33a(ii)): curvilinea Hill is, therefore, a junior objective synonym of 
curvulena Thomson. 

6. Thus, the current status of Amplexizaphrentis under the 1961 Code is as 
follows. Amplexizaphrentis Vaughan is an available name and Lang, Smith & 
Thomas, 1940 first subsequently designated the type-species A. bowerbanki 
Lang, Smith & Thomas (=Z. bowerbanki Thomson, non Edwards & Haime), 
as interpreted from Art. 69a(ii). But Art. 69a(ii)(l) does not allow Thomson’s 
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three species to be automatically included in Amplexizaphrentis. Thus, as 
pointed out by Hudson (1944a : 197; 1944b : 207), these three species are not 
“ genosyntypes ” as stated by Lang, Smith & Thomas. As pointed out by 
Hudson (1944 : 197, footnote), Vaughan’s (1911 : 555) description was based 
on Caninia cornucopiae Michelin mut. D 2 _ 3 , thus rendering Amplexizaphrentis 
a junior subjective synonym of Caninia (Art. 61b). This synonymy had 
previously been recognized by Carruthers (1908 : 159) and by Vaughan (by 
inference in Carruthers, 1908 : 169). According to the Code Amplexizaphrentis 
could not, therefore, be re-employed by Lang, Smith & Thomas—a fact which 
has already been pointed out by Hudson (1944a : 197-198) but denied by 
Thomas in Hudson (1944b : 206). 

7. However, the name Amplexizaphrentis Vaughan, sensu Lang, Smith & 
Thomas as diagnosed by Hill, 1956, in “ The Treatise on Invertebrate Palaeon¬ 
tology ”, Part F (: F267) has achieved a certain stability. 

8. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is therefore 
requested: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to set aside all designations of type-species for 

the nominal genus Amplexizaphrentis Vaughan, 1906, made prior to 
the Ruling now requested and, having done so, to designate Zaphrentis 
curvulena Thomson, 1881, to be the type-species of that genus; 

(2) to place the generic name Amplexizaphrentis Vaughan, 1906 (gender : 

masculine) type-species, by designation under the plenary powers in 
(1) above, Zaphrentis curvulena Thomson, 1881, on the Official List 
of Generic Names in Zoology; 

(3) to place the specific name curvulena Thomson, 1881, as published in the 

binomen Zaphrentis curvulena (type-species of Amplexizaphrentis 
Vaughan, 1906) on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology. 

9. If, in the decision of the Commission, Amplexizaphrentis Vaughan, 
1906, should not be validated in its accustomed sense, TriplophyHites Easton, 
1944, or Enniskillenia Kabakovitsh, 1962, would be available as junior synonyms. 
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